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Working Regionally . . .
GOVERNANCE – NOT GOVERNMENT

 Local governments represent the greatest 
resource for regional planning in Arizona:

 Provide the local voice on planning 

 Partner with state and 
federal government

 Offer leadership on 
decisions affecting local 
stakeholders



Regional Planning Districts
Councils of Governments (COGs)

Boundaries for planning defined In a Governor’s 
Executive Order in  1970. Regional Councils 
comprise primarily local elected officials.

COGs are nonprofit corporations
formed within the planning boundaries.
Serve as overall planning agencies throughout 
the regions.  Rural COGs assist in service delivery 
for the regions.  Urban COGS are generally more 
focused on regional planning activities.



Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs)

Urbanized areas of more than 50,000 residents.

Boundary includes at a minimum, the urbanized 
area and the contiguous geographic area(s) likely to 
become urbanized within 20 years. 

A forum for cooperative transportation decision 
making for the metropolitan planning area.

Purpose is to ensure that the expenditure of federal 
transportation funds is based on a continuing, 
cooperative & comprehensive (3-C) transportation
process.
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MAG Committee Structure



Core Planning Roles Required by Federal 
Transportation Law



Transportation Best Practices
Regional Business at the Table

 Created by the Regional Council, later recognized in state law.
 23 Members

 MAG members 
 Central City 
 7 largest cities
 Geographically balanced
 1 Native American Indian Community
 1 Maricopa County Board of Supervisors member
 CTOC
 ADOT

 Six Business Representatives
 Must be regional in nature
 Transit representative
 Freight representative
 Construction representative

Transportation Policy Committee





The Dust We Raise is the Dust We Breathe

Trackout Agriculture

Unpaved Roads and 
Shoulders

Open BurningUnpaved lots

Dragout



Overview of the MAG Economic 
Development Committee 

 Formed in October 2010

 Role 

 Develop an opportunity-specific and 
action-oriented plan that fosters and 
advances infrastructure in the MAG 
Region, especially transportation 
infrastructure that would further 
economic development opportunities. 

 Membership – 35 Total Members

 19 local government agencies

 15 business representatives 

 1 representative from the Arizona 

Department of Transportation.



EDC Focus Areas 
Include:

• Transportation

• Mexico 

Initiatives

• Employment

• Education

• Economic 

Recovery

• Canadian 

Impact
Wheel shows 

how projects 

and events are 

interrelated and 

support the 

focus areas.

MAG EDC Initiatives wheel animation2.ppt
MAG EDC Initiatives wheel animation2.ppt


Online Mapping and Data http://ims.azmag.gov/

Enhanced (platform independent)
Online mapping and analysis tool

http://ims.azmag.gov/


Read On Arizona & MAG Unveil Early Literacy Viewer



MAG Human Services

 Policy Committees
 Human Services Community 

Initiative Committee

 Technical Committees
 Human Services Technical 

Committee

 Work Groups, Trainings, TA, 
Conferences



Continuum of Care Program

 Regional Continuum of Care Board

 Committee & Work Groups

 Since 1999, received more than 
$374 million for homeless services 
across the Valley for more than 50 
programs.

 HUD – HEARTH Act Implementation

 Regional Plan to End Homelessness



MAG Regional Domestic Violence Council
 STOP  Grant Funding

 Protocol Evaluation Project

 Distinguished Service Award 
from Arizona Attorney General

 Training 

 Awareness Event



Human Services Transportation Coordination

 Elderly and Persons with Disabilities 

Transportation Committee

 2008 Winner of the United We Ride 

Leadership Award for Major 

Urbanized Areas

 More than 450 Transportation 

Ambassador Program participants

 Provider Inventory



Arizona Age-Friendly Network

 Nine Age-Friendly projects 
statewide

 Focus on connecting older adults 
with all generations

 Training in person and 

through 

www.Connect60Plus.com

http://www.connect60plus.com/


Year of Healthy Communities



For More Information Contact:
Dennis Smith
MAG Executive Director
(602) 254-6300
www.azmag.gov

Brande Mead
Human Services Manager
(602) 254-6300
bmead@azmag.gov


